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“.Inew its insistence on having a
voice in oversceing the CIA,

s L 5o «v'| Senate Majority Leader Mike
' CPYRGHT Manslield of Montana said he
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@ committee chairman. The lettes, ~ According to Fulbright, Helms!
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By CECIL HOLLAND
8tar Biaft Wriler

CIA  Director Richard M.
‘Ilelms today publicly apoligized
for a letter which got him in
Dutch with the Senate and.
‘drought a demand for his resig--
‘hation.

¢+ "I regret having signed the
iletter,”” Helms said. *I apolo-

'gize for it. I made a mistake.”

- Helms made the statement on .
leaving a closed Senate Foreign

Relations Committee hearing at

which he also expressed his

‘regret. :

The letter was sent to the
St. Louis Globe Demeocrat and
praised an editorial which was
‘severely critical of Sen. J.,
William Fulbright, D-Ark., the
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RICHARD M, HELMS

appeared in last Wednesday's explained that he had quite a
Globe Democrat. ‘number of other: lettersdt()jefore
: . . ,, 'him and his attention did not
7 Called Fulbright “Crafty”  go0u5 as thoroughly as it should
The editorial, describing Ful- have on the letter to the Globe

; fty,” said he had Democrat and a clipping of the
'Ec ive “comeuppance” in editorial that was attached

a_July 14 Senate vote denying to il.

his committee a role in over-! gucy Letters Not the Practice
seeing CIA affairs. - . )

. A furor over the letter broke Helms told the committce,
out yesterday when Scn. Eugene Fulbright said, that he did not
J. McCarthy, D-Minn., called make a practice of writing such

the matter to the attention of the letters and- the CIA takes no
.Senate. ‘ ‘position on matters of a political

; Asked tod-ay if he had con.l'l.]ature Sl-lch. as were involved
-sidered resigning, the 53-yar-old M the editorial. )
‘Helms gave a fleeting smile and Helms indicated, according to

,turned away Without ansWerl’ng"Fulbright, that his ﬂttention wa.s
i Before the hearing, Sen. centered on a.part of the edi-
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S@ﬁ@%@ ﬁ‘s Ge l : C ' AT po ogy’ ::ti‘ita(?mllfccii}tn.\dsih;efaaccgo\;g

At today’s hearing on controversial letter. .~

Wayne Morse, D-Ore., had de-torial commending the CIA. .

manded Helms’ resignation from| After the hearing, Fulbright

the position he has filled for/said "I don't wish to pursue the

'only a month. He was formerly matter.” He added that it was

.CIA deputy director. .closed “as far as I am con-
eerned.”

No Support for Demand | Fulbright said there was a

. ool discussion involving other mat-
Fulbright and other commitice, ters and that Helms was “forth-

members said Helms had given*; . ?
a ratisfactory explanation of the‘: right in his replies. For that

. .reason, he said the incident of
iﬁ?%;:.gg.sm ggg];%s no supp ort}the letter was salutary. ,

. In the Senate discussion yes-
ingiodrsee a Ibiu:)é ?r.trit?lnottf?ecrag}??nre‘terday on_the letter, Fulbright

'|“the . American people cannot

He pointed ou a eims
camée in as the one who appear-
ed best qualified for director
and should be given a chance.

“We all
Manstield added. “If we all had
to resign when we make mis-

l

bave to resign.”

In the letter to the Globe
Democral, Helms had said:

“I want to let you know of my!
pleasure in reading the editorial;
‘Brickbats for Fulbright' in the;
Globe-Democrat of July 18, ¢

“It  reflects
paper’s policy of ‘printing news
impartiaily, supporting what it
belicves to be right and opposing
what. it believes to be wrong
-without* ‘regard to party:

J. 'WILLIAM FULBRIGHT _;'politics.' "
Express Shock
Alter McCarthy told the Sen-

[ A5y el fhat s Al
dntn{]:cyilc)lr? m;;lm\é);,\:eggmst;?f:;. ate of the letter yesterday, four;
affairs.” : . i'members of the watchdog com-;

Fulbright offered wo elaby=- Mittee who had opposed the Ful+}
tion and said: “I .dtrx thig' bright group's proposal joined;
I should pursue that further,”)With others in expressing shock,

He also said that Helms *‘teetiq that the CIA director had writ-; o -l

fied " positively” the CIA had|len such a letter, and in prais-
not used the Fulbright exchange|ing Fulbright.
program in its operations. The * Benate discussion oc-;
, ' . © _ -leurred one month to the day
- McCarthy Is Satisfied " after Helms had been confirmed
McCarthy said - he thought: unanimously as director of the
Helms bad given “a quite satis-|intelligence agency and praised
factory cxplanation.” ~ as one of lt_s most valued offi-
Asked if the fact that Helms|°'ﬂls-,‘ -
sined the letter raised any;, While the
question as ¢o his judgment, went on, Sen. Leverett Salton-
McOarthy replied: “I don't think 5tall, R-Mass., a member of the
it comes to that point.” He also Watchdog committee,

said he did not think ,Helms;wm‘ Helms by telephone, He

s

‘should resign. ,came back and reported Helms'

Morse, In his statement, said| 88 Saying there was only one
Helms could best serve thelletter.and.he was sorry that.it
country by resigning. thad been wrilten.. -

“Until he does,” Morse added.i"‘ - "m"'"l"é.icﬁhlorici'Fu'lhrigh't'-' o

rest secure in the belief that the _ Thir ty . gpih_utcs , ofter the,
1jSenate’s  “indignation  round

agency is living up to its lcga
ithin| ended, Helms telephoned Ful-
mandate not to operate ‘”‘““QJ bright' to_sdy - hd“was sorry and

the United States or influencer  e" ™ b o a mistake "

or participate in affairs within Ho 1 ¢ "

: »w . . . |He alsosaid he.would be glad to,
the United States.” -~ !-talkugoFulbrjght's cominiitec at!
. Asks Panel Part in Wailch |anylime. That statement led to

today's hearing.

make mistakes,”|"

takes, the whole Senate wouldy - |

so well your

floor discussion|-

talked;

strike, was not present at the
.mceting. At his request, his'
staitement demanding that
Helms resign was icad at the:
hearing, - i

s

expressed fears that the CIA,

must be assumed, Morse|

1 theard ‘rumors the agency hadisipned or unrevealed as to its
. Fulbright reported that Helms iwvolved itself in elections JnCIA source,”
ter 1ot unions.

acknowledged signing the let a ‘lotter""praising ‘an--editorial
k t that, , letter™ praising . an- editor
i ey o U 6 bl ans e Ao TR B 1. 50T Faigp g remadoemiavd

It
was Involving itself In domestic said, that . the Heclms Ietter
ad{airs. Ls “only & small segment of
He mentioned that he had what is going on that is un-

He added ﬂlat'lﬁls was an-

‘.'_’,MiC_arthy-p ~spohs'o'r cof the .
TCS0

ution-.‘for . the . Foreign
.Relations Committee *to have o'
volce in «CIA affairs, ‘said 1ye:
terday- it was' “entirely -ouit :of
place for"Helms (0 have sipned
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